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Editorial 

by Andrea Gorys (Law III) 
Co-Editor-in-Chief 

S tudying, studying, studying - how should 
one go about it? Well It really depends on 
your style and what works best for you. 
Some like to study in groups, get a discussion 
going and explain the material to each other. 
Others like to study alone, in the comfort of their 
own home, where they can shut the outside 
world out and just be In their zone. Now the way 
you studied in undergrad may not exactly work 
for you In law school. Exams are different. The 
important thing is that you should feel comfort- 
able with the material and be able to synthesize 
and apply what you know to other situations and 
recognize links and tensions. 

Studying can be very exhausting, so make sure 
you keep your brain power up! Your brain feeds 
on glucose so make sure you eat food like fruit. 
Make sure you sleep! When you sleep, your brain 
goes over the things you've been learning, stores 
it and even other leaps in the understanding of 
that subject. Make sure to take breaks and go ex- 
ercise! Exercise oxygenates your brain at a faster 
level so you feel more alert and ready to take on 
tasks. It'll even take you less time to do those 
tasks because you've taken the time to be good 
to your body! 

Main point: make sure to be good to yourself 
during exams. It's a marathon not a race! 
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Architechtural 

Arrogance 

by Timothy Wood (LAW III) 



M cGill's Architectural 
Advisory Committee 
finally has a plan to 
replace the crumbling bal- 
cony stairs that face Dr. 
Penfield Avenue from Old 
Chancellor Day Hall. This 
should be cause for celebra- 
tion for those of us who 
lament the law school's di- 
lapidated appearance. The 
toppled balustrades, the 
construction fencing - year 
after year, who knows what 
impression these give to 
prospective students and 
professors, to visiting speak- 
ers and recruiters, and to 
thousands of passing Mon- 
trealers. 

But the Architectural Advi- 
sory Committee doesn't 
want us to know about their 
plan. They want to demol- 
ish the balcony and stair- 
cases instead of restoring 
them. This is what Professor 
Scott, Maitre Boyer and I 
were stunned to learn when 



we approached Facilities 
Management this summer. 
The decision was months 
old, and yet this was the 
first we were hearing about 
it. The Dean was none the 
wiser. 

If we were stunned by the 
substance of the secretive 
committee's decision, I was 
appalled at the way it ap- 
pears to have been 
reached. Without consulting 
the law school, a small 
group of architecture stu- 
dents and campus planners, 
presided over by architec- 
ture professor David Covo, 
would impose on us their vi- 
sion for the environment in 
which we spend so much of 
our time. They would sub- 
stantially alter the historic 
face of McGill's law school 
without bothering to ask 
what we, the building's oc- 
cupants, think. 

With the assistance of the 



McGill Student Society's 
VP Internal, I sought to 
join the Architectural 
Advisory Committee this 
fall. I wanted to sensi- 
tize the committee to 
the fact that, while this 
university houses a few 
designers of buildings, 
it houses a lot more users 
of them. Both I and - more 
disturbingly - the SSMU's 
VP Internal, were ignored. 

The jealousy with which 
McGill's architectural advi- 
sors guard their power to 
reshape campus recalls 
Robert Moses' autocratic 
style of urban planning in 
Manhattan in the mid-20'^ 
Century. We're not likely the 
first faculty to be subjected 
to this committee's cavalier 
style. But, as advocates in 
training, we are well-placed 
to put an end to It. To their 
Robert Moses, we can play 
Jane Jacobs, the urbanist 
who rose to prominence 
when she confronted Moses 
over his plans for a highway 
through Washington 
Square. Like Jacobs, we 
can insist on the common 
sense proposition that the 
users of a historic space - 
in this case. Old Chancellor 



Day Hall and its appendages 
- should be included in de- 
cisions about altering it. 

Let the decision-makers 
know what you think: 

Prof. David Covo, Chair, 
Architectural Advisory Com- 
mittee: 

david.covo@mcgill.ca 
Chuck Adler, Director, 
Campus Planning: 
chuck.adler@mcgill.ca 




Should Prime Minister Harper meet the provinces on the 
RISING Canadian dollar? Is the Canadian dollar likely to 

RISE FURTHER - TO EVEN US$1.20? 



by Professor William Tetley 



T he falling U.S. dollar 
and the recent rise of 
the Canadian dollar is 
not likely to stop soon. The 
American economy and gov- 
ernment are over-extended 
by: 1) the Iraq War C'no 
end in the sight"), 2) the 
U.S. cost of health care (is 
the highest in the world and 
yet there Is no universal 
medicare), 3) the flood of 
low-cost Mexican labour , 
which does nothing for the 



efficiency of the American 
economy or American work- 
force, and 4) the danger 
provoked by the massive 
U.S. debt in the hands of 
China, who may foreclose at 
any time. Will the U.S. dol- 
lar fall by the end of the 
year and the Canadian dol- 
lar rise to $1.20 causing real 
problems for Canadian man- 
ufacturers? Harper Is right 
to be concerned.* 
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Human Rights Activists: Crusaders and 
Missionaries for the Modern World? 

by Celeste Shankland(Law II) 



A s some of you may 
have noticed, the new 
Human Rights Work- 
ing Group t-shirts come em- 
blazoned with the slogan 
"Human Rights: We're in it 
for the money". The implica- 
tion here is (in case it 
wasn't obvious) that there 
isn't any money in this line 
of work. Though this may 
be questionable in itself, 
what is really interesting 
about this statement is the 
suggestion that it makes 
about our motivation for 
acting as advocates for 
human rights and "sacrific- 
ing" the big bucks that, as 
future lawyers, could be 
ours to command. 

The question then 
is, what are we in it for? Are 
we sacrificing out of some 
altruistic sense of duty to 
the world at large? Or is it 
for the measure of self-grat- 
ification that we get from 
"giving back"? Or, in an 
even more sinister vein, is it 
a disguised ambition to im- 
press our values on others, 
to put it bluntly to "civilize" 
a barbaric world...? 

While I doubt that 
any of us would accept the 
latter as a part of our overt 
intention, is it possible that 
the instrument we use— the 
dominant discourse of 
human rights— results in lit- 
tle distinction between us 
and the crusaders and mis- 
sionaries that came before? 

There is a strong 
consensus in the Western 
world that the work that 
human rights activists en- 
gage in is Inherently good. 
Despite the dominance of 
rights discourse, however. It 



enjoys something consider- 
ably less than universal ac- 
ceptance. Competing 
perspectives abound. In- 
cluding what we have 
termed the Islamic and the 
Asian "challenges", repre- 
senting massive segments 
of the world's population. 
From this perspective, the 
human rights project is a 
perpetuation of a historical 
pattern of subordination by 
the west on the rest. In try- 
ing to universalize European 
norms, western activists 
seek to save and to civilize 
the Other and in the 
process we denigrate them. 
In this sense there is little 
that distinguishes the 
human rights zealot from 
the colonial administrator, 
the bible-wielding Christian 
missionary, or the merchant 
of free enterprise. As Isaiah 
Berlin once said "To manip- 
ulate men, to propel them 
toward goals which you — 
the social reformers — see, 
but they may not, is to deny 
their human essence, to 
treat them as objects with- 
out wills of their own, and 
therefore to degrade them." 

Like natural rights, 
however, human rights are 
frequently justified on the 
basis that they are inherent 
in us as humans. As such, 
they are not European 
norms they are universal 
ones and their end, there- 
fore, is the vindication of 
objective principles not con- 
tingent on our actions or 
our beliefs. The constantly 
shifting substantive content 
of rights throughout history 
suggests, however, that 
even if there are natural 



rights, we lack epistemic ac- 
cess to them. Take, for ex- 
ample, one of the earliest 
extant set of laws, Ham- 
murabi's code, wherein al- 
most every article runs 
contrary to current human 
rights principles. Consider 
the last— 'If a slave say to 
his master: 'You are not my 
master,' if they convict him 
his master shall cut off his 
ear. 

While we would like 
to believe that we have 
made moral progress since 
ancient Babylon, the devel- 
opment of human rights 
after WWII did not stem 
from a belief in Innate 
human goodness or moral 



progress, but rather, from 
the recognition of human 
cruelty. There was an acute 
awareness that human rea- 
son Is flawed and that It 
consistently fails us by justi- 
fying terrible acts. Michael 
Ignatieff has thus argued 
that human rights arose in 
post-war Europe out of fear 
rather than out of tri- 
umphalism, and as a result, 
can be distinguished from 
the self-confident western 
imperialism of the past. 

But if this Is true, 
where is our humility? Even 
in this age of pragmatic plu- 
ralism, we appear to be sys- 
tem addicts. We seek to 
relate everything to a single 
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central vision, to a universal 
organizing principle— this 
time, human rights. We hold 
steadfast to the idea that 
footprints are only left by 
those who simplify the 
world for the rest of us, 
who give us a paradigm 
within which to function 
(e.g. Hegel, Darwin, Freud, 
Marx, Smith...). But, isn't 
life too complex to squeeze 
into any unitary scheme? 
Are we failing to learn the 
lessons of the past with re- 
spect to the dangers of 
hegemonic discourse, and 
the oppression and exclu- 
sion that this can entail? 



H ave you ever asked 
yourself, "Is this all 
there is?" Have you 
ever wondered whether this 
life, this world that we have 
been thrown into, is the be- 
all and end-all of existence? 
I should hope so, because 
there may in fact be an af- 
terlife, and it would be infi- 
nitely shortsighted not to 
ponder upon it, given that 
the duration of our time 
here is a grain in the sand- 
box of the eternity that may 
be awaiting us. 

Regardless of whether you 
have ever given any 
thought to the matter, I 
would like you to conceive it 
with the idea of justice in 
mind. What is justice? Pre- 
sumably this is something 
we should be experts on. 



But, without this, 
how do we act against per- 
ceived injustice? On what 
basis do we proceed? 
Somewhere in the midst of 
all this we have to put our 
feet down, to ground our- 
selves lest we become para- 
lyzed by the impossibility of 
justified action in a relative 
world. Human rights ac- 
tivists are thus understand- 
ably oft inclined to focus on 
the basis of what human 
rights do for those who suf- 
fer. But, while an anti-foun- 
dationalist approach is 
appealing, there are con- 
cerns with this as well. If 



We are supposed to be the 
defenders of justice, and so 
we should be able to give a 
clear definition of what it is. 
I'll venture my own defini- 
tion: It is the recognition of 
a universal moral standard, 
and its application to our 
everyday life. This applica- 
tion consists of ensuring 
that people live in a way 
that is accountable to the 
universal standard. Thus we 
have our system of punish- 
ment, to ensure not only 
that society can be pro- 
tected from these law- 
breakers, but also to make 
sure that they get their just 
due. Even if we were con- 
vinced that a criminal would 
not murder again, he would 
still have to serve time. It is 
a matter of fairness. 



we are going to justify 
human rights based on their 
tangible results, how do we 
actually measure these? 
And, does the evidence re- 
ally suggest that this instru- 
ment has brought about 
substantial positive change 
on a global level? If not, do 
we need to be thinking 
more about how to reform 
or change the discourse, or 
even to jettison it alto- 
gether? 

And finally, I would 
suggest that theorizing itself 
is constitutive of our social 
world, and in this sense, the 
discourse, study, and prac- 



And so this idea of account- 
ability is central to justice. It 
is its lifeblood. And this is 
where the afterlife comes 
into the picture. My argu- 
ment is that there needs to 
be accountability after this 
life in order for justice to be 
served. Just consider it for a 
moment: would It be just 
that someone like Hitler, 
who killed himself (along 
with his newly wedded wife, 
Eva Braun) before the Sovi- 
ets were able to reach him 
and prosecute him, shall go 
without his just punish- 
ment? Would It be just that 
you and I (who are presum- 
ably law-abiding citizens) 
will ultimately end up with 
the same fate as Hitler? NO. 
This would not be just at all. 
However, it is a conclusion 
that afterlife-deniers are 



tice of human rights, like 
law, are inherently creative 
activities. The actions and 
activities of laymen, of 
agents interacting with the 
dominant structure pro- 
foundly influence its devel- 
opment. As a result, we 
have a responsibility to en- 
gage with and to question 
the discourse that we em- 
ploy, as well as to concern 
ourselves with the implica- 
tions that this may have, 
particularly at the margins. 
Lest we forget, the cru- 
saders of the past genuinely 
believed that they were sav- 
iours too.* 



forced to make! Yes. If you 
deny the afterlife, then you 
are essentially advocating 
this dismal view. And I ask: 
why uphold justice then? To 
what end? What would we 
be accomplishing by it? The 
maintenance of order in so- 
ciety? Screw it! If there is 
no ultimate accountability, 
then let us indulge In our 
sins. Let us forget about 
these meaningless notions 
of chastity, temperance, re- 
spect, love.. .let us disregard 
it all, and satisfy our carnal 
lusts! Philosophies like utili- 
tarianism and 'reciprocal al- 
truism' (another "brilliant" 
discovery of our friend 
Dawkins) are weak copouts. 
I don't see how they can 
satisfy any genuine philo- 
sophical inquiry into the jus- 
tification of morals, which is 
ultimately a justification of 
justice itself.* 




The Thunderstorm Article 

by Ilan Gabizon (LAW III) 
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Painting the Town Red 



by Francie Gow (Law IV) 



his time two years 
ago, I was typing up 
my exchange applica- 
tion for the National Univer- 
sity of Singapore. For those 
of you submitting your own 
applications to go abroad, 
rest assured that the effort 
is worth your stolen time. I 
loved every crazy minute of 
my sejour in South East 
Asia. Here's one of my let- 
ters home, just to get your 
feet good and itchy... 

March 31, 2007 

Up to my neck in interna- 
tional patent law, I haven't 
exactly been painting the 
town red these past few 
days. However, Singapore 
painted me red earlier this 
month when I attended a 
Holi celebration ( and no, 
that is not a spelling mis- 
take). 

Holi is the Hindu Festival of 
Colours. According to one 
version. It commemorates 
the Vishnu's killing of Hi- 
ranyakashipu, the almost- 
immortal-but-not-quite king 
of demons. It is celebrated 
over two days in late Febru- 
ary or early March and in- 
volves a day of bonfires and 
a second day with people 
throwing water and 
coloured powder at each 
other. 

Local student Vimal Kaur in- 
vited a group of her Interna- 
tional friends to a Holi party 
in Little India on March 10. 
It was a week after Holi was 
supposed to be celebrated 
this year (I had missed a 
similar party at Evans 
Lodge, my residence), but 
this did not seem to be an 



issue. We were instructed to 
wear clothes that we would 
be prepared to discard af- 
terwards, preferably white. 
This included underwear, 
which apparently would not 
survive the onslaught. This 
put me In a quandary, since 
I had packed lightly to come 
here and had not brought 
much with which I was 
ready to part. I did have 
one thin white t shirt that 
was on its last legs (arms?). 
I also remembered trying on 
a $20 pair of white pants at 
Mustafa's (picture an Indian 
WalMart) back in January, 
so I figured I'd go back and 
get those. 

Then I saw the pictures 
from the Evans Lodge party. 
Punctured hoses had been 
strung up around the field, 
showering water, and peo- 
ple were getting tipped into 
wading pools. Thin white t- 
shirt and white pants were 
NOT going to happen. Vimal 
kindly offered to bring me 
an old pair of shorts of hers, 
and I decided to pick up a 
cheap t-shirt off a street 
rack on Serangoon Road the 
morning of the party. 

Vimal also arranged for us 
to have a guided tour of her 
Sikh Gurdwara (temple) just 
before the party, for which 
we had to dress up a little 
better. 

I got up early on the 10th, 
ready to hop down to Little 
India to pick up my shirt, 
only to discover that my 
laptop had been Infected 
with a virus not allowing me 
to open anything. I rushed 
off to see Mr. Chee, who 
spent the whole morning 



working on it. Suddenly, it 
was time to go to the Gurd- 
wara. I put on my brown 
linen pants and a good blue 
t-shIrt and ran for the bus. 
Then I got a text message 
from Vimal saying that there 
had been a mix-up with the 
laundry, and that she could- 
n't bring the shorts after all. 
I hoped I would have time 
to find a cheap broomstick 
skirt along with the t-shirt. 

The Gurdwara was an enor- 
mous building, with a tem- 
ple and community kitchen 
downstairs, and a multi- 
story, multi-purpose building 
attached containing a med- 
ical clinic, classrooms where 
kids could get help with 
their homework, and com- 
munity meeting rooms, all 
run by volunteers. Our 
group, a motley crew of Sin- 
gaporeans, Columbians, 
Mexicans, Swiss and Cana- 
dians, piled into one of the 
meeting rooms for a Power- 
Point presentation on Pun- 
jab and Sikhism by one of 
Vimal's relatives. Punjab 
means "Five Rivers," and we 
were told that the world's 
first university was there, 
and that it was the birth- 
place of hockey. (Ahem.) 

Did you know that all Sikh 
men have the last name 
Singh (lion), and all Sikh 
women the last name Kaur 
(princess)? I'm glad I didn't 
try to call Vimal's father Mr. 
Kaur! We were also taught 
the tenets of Sikhism; the 
way It was presented, it is 
one of the more attractive 
religions I have ever en- 
countered, especially when 
it comes to equality for 
women and tolerance of 
other religions. 




After the presentation, we 
slipped off our shoes and 
slipped on our headscarves 
(men too) and proceeded to 
meet the Guru, or the holy 
book. "Guru" literally means 
"from darkness to light," (gu 
= darkness and ru = light). 
Historically, there were ten 
Sikh gurus, from Guru 
Nanak Dev in the early 16th 
century to Guru Gobind 
Singh In the early 18th cen- 
tury. Instead of passing the 
light of God onto a human 
successor, the tenth guru 
decided to pass it into the 
book of compiled Sikh 
teachings, now known as 
the Guru Granth Sahib. 

Each temple has Its own 
Guru Granth Sahib, which 
has a little bedroom In a 
corner of the temple and is 
"put to sleep" in the 
evening and "awakened" 
and brought out to the main 
room at about four in the 
morning. 

After becoming acquainted 
with the Guru, we wandered 
over to the community 
kitchen for lunch, excellent 
chapattis and lentils and 
chai made all day long by 
volunteers and absolutely 
free to all who walk in. 
Wanting somehow to pay 
for my lunch anyway, I 
spent ten minutes washing 
dishes In a back room with 
some friendly Singaporean 
Sikhs. 

Then it was time to go to 
the Holi party. We squeezed 
too many people into too 
few cars and headed up- 
town to a large field at Far- 
rer Park. It became clear 
that there would be no op- 
portunity to buy new 
clothes and that the clothes 
I was wearing were about 
to come to an untimely end. 
The linen pants were sec- 
ond-hand, from my 
boyfriend's godmother, but I 
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really liked them, especially 
in this climate. Then I real- 
ized to my horror that she 
had given me the t-shirt as 
well, for my birthday a few 
years before. Oh well, I had 
worn and washed it so often 
in the meantime that it was 
beginning to get stretched 
out of shape, and at least it 
would die a glorious death. 
And it was made of cotton 
thick enough to keep me 
decent when the water hit. 
(Hmm, I am vaguely dis- 
turbed by the regularity of 
my references to wet t- 
shirts in these letters, but I 
guess that's what I get for 
choosing a tropical climate). 

We all lined up for a "be- 
fore" picture, then filed into 
an enormous tent, where I 
was handed a clear plastic 
bag full of red powder. Yel- 
low, blue, green and more 
red were distributed to my 
friends. Before I made it 
past the table, a greeter 
said, "Happy Holi!" and 
smeared my cheek with 
green. I then ran into my 
friends Heather and Vish, 
who exclaimed that I was 
entirely too clean and pro- 
ceeded to paint my shirt. 



arms, etc. They had clearly 
been there for a while, since 
it was becoming difficult to 
distinguish which of them 
had once been pale and 
blonde and which had been 
brown. They were both uni- 
formly green. 

Sofia and Carlos had 
brought their children, but 
we hardly needed them as 
an excuse to revert to our 
own childhoods. Splat, 
splash, smear, for hours. I 
became predominantly red, 
with one alarmingly yellow 
ear. The area of the field 
where the water was being 
distributed had become a 
bit of a mud pit, and our 
bare feet were caked. We 
watched a few Bhangra 
dances on stage and joined 
in below. 

As darkness fell, we left the 
tent in search of supper. 

The restaurant employees 
didn't blink as we filed In 
looking as though we had 
been dangled by our ankles 
into inkpots. We simply sat 
and ordered our dosas and 
revelled in the day's events, 
attracting somewhat more 
attention from the other 



diners. Completely stuffed 
(it Is possible to get com- 
pletely stuffed in this town 
for only three dollars), we 
rolled back to the tent for 
more. 

By this time, the powder 
had stopped flying, and the 
remaining crowd was danc- 
ing the evening away in the 
mud. We mostly stayed in 
our group, although random 
strangers would join in and 
vanish just as quickly. One 
Indian fellow took a shine to 
us and stuck around longer 
than the rest. As we danced 
he informed me he was a 
construction worker on his 
night off. He was a little on 
the sleazy side, but at least 
he was photogenic! Really, 
how does a quiet, intro- 
verted little translator get 
herself into these situa- 
tions? 

When everything wrapped 
up at around 10:00 p.m., 
the gang headed to 
Mustafa's to buy cheap tow- 
els, and I wandered off by 
myself to catch the Route 
66 back to Bukit Timah 
Campus. (No taxi driver 
would have been stupid 



enough to take me.) The 
advantage of being covered 
head to toe with dye on a 
crowded bus is that the 
other passengers give you 
plenty of breathing space. 

Before going to bed I took a 
long shower, which undid 
the worst of the damage, 
but it would be a week of 
showers before the water 
stopped running pink. The 
soles of my feet stayed red 
the longest, prompting my 
friend Ankur to tell me in 
class that I looked like an 
Indian bride. The frames of 
my glasses remain slightly 
dyed to this day. I also said 
a little prayer that night and 
did a quick load of laundry. 
My linen pants came out 
fully clean! Now save the 
splotchy t-shirt for night- 
time jogs (too hot to run in 
the day). 

One question remains: have 
Indian Montrealers figured 
out a way to celebrate Holi 
despite the cold winter 
weather? 

Love, 

Francie 
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Exams: Like a 
Martini Served 
Straight Up, 

WITH A Twist 

by Joshua Krane (Law IV) 



W ith exams fast ap- 
proaching - now 
less than one month 
away - many first years are 
asking, how do I prepare for 
my first set of law school 
exams? To get through exam 
preparation and the exam 
period, one need look no fur- 
ther than a smooth martini 
for inspiration. Here are a 
few tips. 

Use the proper ingredients. 
When preparing for an exam, 
the following are a must: a 
good summary (preferably 
created, but borrowed is 
fine), pens and pencils, 
paper, a working laptop, 
comfortable pants, lots of 
coffee, and a study schedule. 
Setting a study schedule will 
help focus your energy and 
prioritize your study time. If 
an exam is worth 40 percent 
and is mandatory, you should 
spend more time preparing 
than an exam worth 20 per- 
cent and to-assist-only. That 
is not to say that some 



exams are more or less im- 
portant than others; it is only 
to reinforce that there are 
consequences to test day, 
which should be kept in 
mind. Also remember to 
bring the casebook to the 
exam - it is hard to comment 
on a particular judgment 
when you don't have it in 
front of you as a reference. 

Follow the recipe. You can 
find the recipe for each 
course on the syllabus - 
which is the most effective 
study tool and exam aid. The 
syllabus provides a rough 
outline of the course, locates 
the cases within the various 
themes, and provides a con- 
venient checklist for fact pat- 
tern questions. Fact patterns 
will invite you to rely on the 
materials discussed in class, 
often with one or two 
changed facts. Issue spotting 
is easier when you know 
what you are looking for. In 
addition to having the syl- 
labus handy, a well-prepared 



student should be able to re- 
cite the key facts from each 
case - cold. Although some 
professors will come up with 
creative fact patterns and re- 
quire that you apply princi- 
ples, many do not take the 
time to do so, and will set up 
fact patterns that compile 
facts from the cases that you 
have already studied. If you 
know the facts, with a little 
creativity and a lot of com- 
mon sense, you can often 
distil the arguments and rea- 
soning from both sides. 

Know your label. Themes 
emerge over the course of 
the semester that shape the 
professor's outlook on a 
given subject. Over the next 
few weeks, try to pick up on 
those themes and build on 
them during the exam. Or- 
ganizing an outline by 
theme, instead of by topic, 
allows you to come into an 
exam having already linked 
disparate sections of the 
course. 

Shake, stir, or serve with a 
twist. Successful exam writ- 
ers often try to challenge the 
premise of the question or 
the assumptions that the 
professor makes. It is a bold 
strategy which can pay divi- 
dends, or result in disaster 
(and something to be at- 
tempted on a to-assist-only 
exam). The safer play, but 
one that can be as reward- 
ing, is to infuse a little cre- 
ativity into your answer to 



make your paper stand out 
amongst the rest. When 
preparing for test day, try to 
combine cases selected at 
random to see if there are 
parallels or connections. This 
will help you to uncover 
some of the themes. By 
making connections on the 
exam, you can demonstrate 
a comprehensive knowledge 
of the course material. It also 
makes it easier to put your 
own spin on the question. 
Additionally, a quality answer 
does not need to cover all of 
the points covered in the 
course; rather, it should out- 
line how a well-reasoned an- 
swer would be structured, 
had you had more time to 
complete the analysis. Show 
that you have an apprecia- 
tion of the course as a whole 
and that you are aware of 
the key tensions and points 
of discussion. 

Serve chilled and enjoy. 
Staying relaxed during exam 
time is key to avoiding 
burnout. Give yourself time 
to reflect on what you've 
learned. Try not to get 
bogged down In the details; 
you won't have time on the 
exam to recite them all. Try 
to get to the movies, go out 
to dinner, and talk law with 
your friends, your family, and 
anyone else who'll listen. 
This will help you to focus 
your thinking so that you can 
articulate what you know on 
test day.B 
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This Article is 
Not Serious 

by Alison Glaser (LAW III) 



D o you feel that? That 
heavy, droopy, weight 
on your shoulders? 
That, my friends, is Novem- 
ber. In November, every- 
thing is dark. Everything is 
SERIOUS. I mean, look at the 
Quid the last little while, se- 
rious. Even I got serious 
(though, did you notice, no 
one responded to my arti- 
cle. Maybe next time I'll 
write about tuition...). Fran- 
cie and Megan tried to 
lighten the mood last week 
(your articles were awe- 
some!!!!), but still, it was 
very serious. What is up 
with that? Now, obviously, 
this isn't the Kraken, it 
shouldn't all be fun and 
games, but come on! 

Lighten up a teensy weensy 
bit. It's November. We need 
ail the lightening we can 
get. 

When we hit this period in 
the semester, one of the 
things I find is that I have a 
limited tolerance for books. 
Well, not all books - mys- 
teries and junky girlie nov- 
els are ok, but I just can't 
devote the mental energy to 
heftier tomes. Another thing 
I like to read at this time of 
year (or on an airplane or 
on a beach) is junky maga- 
zines. You know, Cosmo, 
Glamour, Marie Claire, etc. 
They are HILARIOUS. And 
all the same. In fact, I could 
tell you right now what that 
junky magazine you are 
about to buy looks like: 

Page 1-30: ads 
Page 31-34: credits and 
table of contents. Maybe a 
small intro from the editor 



about how Fabulous! the 
cover actress is. 

Page 35: letter to the editor. 
"Dear mag. Thanks for 
printing that article about 
blah blah. Turns out I suffer 
from blah blah too. It was 
so nice to know I am not 
alone." "Dear mag. Thanks 
for your interview with hot 
male actor. He is 
soooooooooooooooo 
dreamy!!!!! I put his picture 
up in my bedroom so I can 
get a thrill every time I go 
in there!" "Dear mag. Your 
article about this funny 
thing was very funny! 

Thanks for brightening my 
day!!!!" 

Page 36-37: ads 
Page 38-39: what is hot 
now in fashion AKA things 
you will never be able to af- 
ford... 

Page 40-42: ad (ok, from 
now on, just assume if I'm 
not putting in pages they 
are full of ads). 

Page 43-47: more fashion 
things, focusing on different 
kinds of clothes (what's hot 
in winter fashions!), hair 
and make-up. 

Page 50: small bio of a cute 
young male star. 

Page 55: funny mini stories 
about Crazy Things Celebri- 
ties Do 

Page 57-58: quiz. 

Page 59: solution to quiz. 
You are either A) the slightly 
too extreme version of 
whatever the quiz was 
about; or B) The right mid- 
dle-ground option that 
everyone always gets; or C) 
the slightly less desirable 
version of whatever the quiz 
is about. 



Page 64-67: an "issue" arti- 
cle. Could be about women 
binge drinking, date rape, 
surviving cancer, or being a 
soldier in Iraq. 

Page 70-75: Interview with 
cover girl. She will talk 
about her childhood (either 
fantastic or really difficult), 
her relationship with her 
boyfriend/husband/men in 
general (either fantastic or 
really difficult), what it's like 
being famous (either fantas- 
tic or really difficult) and 
how much she loves her 
children/wants children. She 
may also talk about what- 
ever movie or TV show is 
about to come out that she 
is in. There will also be 
some arty photos of her In 
unlikely clothing. 

Page 78-80: something 
about you and your career, 
something about how you 
can deal with problematic 
career issues such as bad 
bosses or trying to decide 
what to do with your life. 
Often will Include a profile 
of a woman who is 22 and 
doing the world's coolest 
job. 

Page 81-83: Sex advice. 
Probably some of the most 
banal and obvious advice 
you'll ever hear, even 
though the cover will have 
promised you "Really Hot 
Advice That Will Blow Your 
Mind". It will most likely say 
something along the lines of 
"be confident in your body! 
He finds you sexy just the 
way you are!" or "he gets 
really turned on when you 
actually tell him what you 
want" or "be confident and 
talk about what you are 
into. Maybe then you can be 
open to some of his wild 
and crazy suggestions, like 
a little spanking!" (Hmm, is 
this getting too racy for the 
Quid? Oh wait, I don't 
care....). 

Page 85-87: suggestions for 
sex positions that you will 



never try because they are 
extremely complicated and 
look very painful. 

Page 90-91: something 
about body image issues 
and sex. 

Page 94-95: am I normal 
about sex? A survey of a 
few hundred women (an- 
swer-yes you are!!!!). 

There is a lot about sex in 
these magazines. 

Page 98-100: this varies. It 
may be another Issue arti- 
cle, or may be reviews of 
Movies and Books We Love. 
Page 105-140: fashion. Lots 
of photos of women in 
clothes you will not wear. 
There may be some fashion 
advice here too. 

Page 141-153: ads for plas- 
tic surgery (so much for lov- 
ing your body just the way 
it is....). 

Page 154-155: story about 
some women's health issue 
designed to scare you. 

Page 156-157: Horoscopes 
and a feature of a Zodiac- 
sign-of-the-month celebrity 
that we love! 

Page 158-159: you may 
have an agony aunt column 
here, though sometimes 
they are in the front. These 
will often be about sex 
(duh) but could also be 
about friend issues. 

Page 160: funny back page 
thing. Could be a regular 
column, celebrity spotting, 
or some kind of top ten list. 

So there you go. Now you 
don't even need to go out 
and buy a magazine. I have 
totally saved you five bucks! 
Let the lesson be learned 
my friends - just because it 
is November, it doesn't 
mean that you have to be- 
come a serious person. 
Throw some fun into life 
and it'll be much more bear- 
able.. ■ 
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The Special Advocate and Security 
Certificates: Not Much to Trust 

By Hinda Rabkin (Law III) 



\A Le debat sur les mal- 
nommes certificats de 
securite s'est passe dans 
rindifference totale. Cela est 
vraiment dommage " said a 
dejected Mr. Serge Menard in 
an imposing voice at the con- 
clusion of the November 14^ 
roundtable on the newly pro- 
posed law on security certifi- 
cates. Mr. Menard is an MP 
for the Bloc Quebecois who 
has consistently opposed the 
security certificate system. 
He says the reason he so ve- 
hemently opposes these laws 
is that he is one of the few 
parliamentarians who experi- 
enced the October 1970 Cri- 
sis first-hand, and knows 
what a government is capa- 
ble of doing in the name of 
'national security'. 

MP Stockwell Day recently in- 
troduced Bill C-3 In response 
to the February Supreme 
Court's Charkaoui v. Canada 
decision which required Par- 
liament to modify the proce- 
dure that leads to the 
application of a security cer- 
tificate. The Court found that 
the procedure violated s.7 of 
the Canadian Charter of 
Human Rights and Free- 
doms. Although protecting 
national security is a pressing 
and substantial objective, 
this goal was not achieved in 
a way that minimally impairs 
the rights of those affected. 

Bill C-3 includes a number of 
amendments - notably the 
appointment of special advo- 
cates. The new model essen- 
tially adopts the UK 
procedure on security certifi- 
cates; but it does so without 



taking into account the ad- 
mitted failures of that model. 
According to Lome Wald- 
man, an immigration lawyer, 
the government simply im- 
ported the law from England 
without first checking to see 
if it is, in fact, effective. 

Indeed, the special advocate 
system has already proven to 
have faults. Firstly, the spe- 
cial advocate is not allowed 
to communicate with the 
complainant after seeing the 
evidence that led to the se- 
curity certificate being issued 
in the first place. Anyone 
with litigation experience 
would concede that It Is 
nearly impossible to defend 
someone without constant 
communication and the on- 
going ability to hear their 
side. Fear of an inadvertent 
leak of information is absurd. 
Intelligence agents meet 
with suspects all the time 
and interview them while 
possessing special classified 
information. Why would 
skilled lawyers, who have 
years of experience in inter- 
rogation, be less qualified 
than intelligence agents? 

A second fault of the special 
advocate system is that there 
is no government obligation 
to divulge all the pertinent 
information to the advocate. 
Ian MacDonald QC, a special 
advocate in the UK who re- 
signed from his post because 
he did not approve of the 
procedure, says that the gov- 
ernment divulged about 10% 
of the information it had. 
Thirdly, there are limits on 
cross-examination. CSIS 



agents don't have direct 
knowledge of the facts. They 
only have reports which are 
compiled In coordination with 
other international Intelli- 
gence agencies. This means 
that most of the time they 
don't see the hard evidence. 

What other models could 
Canada adopt? "Of all the 
good models on security cer- 
tificates," Wald man notes 
"Canada's SIRC (Security In- 
telligence Review Commit- 
tee) model was the best out 
there." The SIRC model 
which lasted for 25 years 
consisted of SIRC having ac- 
cess to the entire CSIS file 
before then meeting with the 
complainant and evaluating 
the claim. This model was 
annulled in 2002, and though 
Waldman has repeatedly 
asked the government for a 
reason, none has as of yet 
been provided. 

The evening ended on a pes- 
simistic note. "We're going to 
have special advocates 
whether we like it or not," 
concludes Waldman. "But 
will it satisfy the Supreme 
Court? It would take a lot of 
courage for the Supreme 
Court to strike the same 
process down twice." 

Someone in the audience 
complained that the round- 
table had been falsely adver- 
tised - there was, indeed, not 
much of a debate. All three 
panelists agreed that the 
new law infringed on the 
rights of those targeted by 
security certificates. Stock- 
well Day and other MPs who 



are in favor of the law de- 
clined the invitation to partic- 
ipate in the event. What 
then, would be a reason to 
support the security certifi- 
cate process? Waldman's an- 
swer: "It's the government 
saying 'we can't tell you; 
trust us'. But I represented 
Maher Arar, and frankly if 
that's how the government 
collects information, I am 
afraid there Isn't much to 
trust." 

[Aside: M. Menard men- 
tioned that he read many re- 
ports about the security 
certificates from various 
groups. He found the report 
written by the Association 
canadienne des professeurs 
de droit the most difficult to 
read. He wondered out loud 
if they had written it with the 
intention of it ever being 
read...].* 
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Pakistan’s Faltering Lawyers 
Should be Supported: Not Really a 
Response to Nick Dodd’s Article 

By William Fyfe (Law III) 



Nick Dodd's article raised a 
number of excellent ques- 
tions, most of which I can- 
not answer. They cut to the 
heart of the way Canada's 
legal profession is struc- 
tured and the nature of our 
biases as students of law. 

He also specifically ques- 
tions the motivation behind 
the protests that took place 
last week and, though he 
supports them, I would like 
to explain why they were 
justified. The protests that 
took place last Wednesday 
and Friday were not based 
on knee-jerk solidarity 
amongst lawyers, but rather 
because the objectives of 
Pakistan's so-called 
"lawyers' movement" are 
worthy of support and these 
lawyers are an example of 
what our future profession 
should aspire to be. 

Why Protest? Why Sup- 
port the Lawyers? 

What has been described as 
the lawyers' movement in 
Pakistan is in fact a lawyer- 
led movement. Those ar- 
rested last week were not 
only lawyers, but also jour- 
nalists, politicians, activists 
and ordinary citizens. Many 
have spent their entire lives 
fighting for democracy and 
human rights in Pakistan. 
Our protests were con- 
demning the declaration of 
a state of emergency, the 
suspension of the constitu- 
tion and the arbitrary ar- 
rests and repression that 
followed. 



What In my view Is justified 
cynicism about our own 
country's legal profession 
should not hinder our sup- 
port for Pakistan's lawyers. 
Among the many possible 
motivations for law students 
to picket the Pakistani Con- 
sulate, one is that Pakistan's 
legal profession embodies 
the very values that Mr. 
Dodd's article correctly 
laments as lacking in our 
Faculty and in Canada's 
legal profession. The 
lawyers of Pakistan's bar as- 
sociations deserve support 
because they epitomize the 
ethic of principled action 
that we as future lawyers 
should be aspiring to. To 
borrow Mr. Dodd's words, 
they are truly "advocates 
and activists." For them, 
advocating for clients in 
court does not preclude tak- 
ing to the streets. 

What happened? What 
was the role of the 
lawyers? 

This summer the Bar Asso- 
ciation and lawyer-led 
movement mobilized thou- 
sands for street protests on 
a weekly basis, despite tem- 
peratures soaring to about 
50oC and police violence. 
Black-clad members of the 
legal profession took to the 
streets alongside members 
of political parties, the NGO 
community and ordinary 
Pakistanis to demand the 
rule of law be respected and 
the illegally sacked Chief 
Justice be restored. Chief 



Justice Chaudhry had exer- 
cised a modicum of judicial 
independence by tentatively 
pushing the government to 
provide information about 
disappeared persons as well 
as blocking the corruption- 
plagued privatization of Pak- 
istan's only steel mill. In 
short, he had just barely 
started doing his job when 
General Musharraf de- 
manded his resignation and 
then submitted a reference 
for his recusal to Pakistan's 
Supreme Judicial Council. 

On July 20th, the movement 
succeeded and the Chief 
Justice was restored only to 
have five months of hard 
fought gains taken from 
them following the declara- 
tion of emergency on No- 
vember 3rd. Censorship of 
newspapers and satellite 
news channels combined 
with the arrest of leaders of 
the lawyers movement and 
civil society groups have for 
now limited the ability of 
the lawyers to lead a sec- 
ond mass-movement. 

Fighting to Restore the 
Chief Justice 

The Bar Associations of Pak- 
istan, and in particular the 
Lahore High Court Bar Asso- 
ciation, have a history of 
advocating for democratic 
rule. This may be linked 
with the fact that they are 
among the oldest demo- 
cratic institutions in the 
Sub-continent. In 1958, it 
was the Lahore High Court 



Bar Association that led the 
first public protest against 
the imposition of martial law 
and the abrogation of the 
1956 constitution. Through- 
out the next 50 years the 
Bars of Pakistan would re- 
main at the forefront of 
movements against martial 
law and the manipulation of 
Pakistan's judicial system by 
elected governments and 
dictators alike. For instance, 
in the 1960's, after all politi- 
cal parties were outlawed, 
the Bar Associations re- 
mained one of the only or- 
ganized groups in the 
country capable of mass 
mobilization. 

The participation of Pak- 
istan's assorted Bar Associa- 
tions thus give the 
lawyer-led democracy 
movement unique credibil- 
ity. Contrasted to Pakistan's 
constantly amended, abro- 
gated and suspended con- 
stitution, military rulers and 
dynastic and corrupt politi- 
cal parties, it is no surprise 
that when lawyers mobilize 
they have enormous cachet 
among ordinary Pakistanis. 

To a certain extent, the re- 
cent lawyers' movement 
also lacks many hurdles fac- 
ing other civil society groups 
that oppose military rule. 

For example, Pakistan's 
upper class liberal establish- 
ment and NGO community 
is considered by many to be 
elitist, foreign-funded and at 
odds with the values of 
most Pakistanis. Similarly, 




Pakistan Continued... 



Pakistan's political parties, 
though in many ways gar- 
nering broad popular sup- 
port, are family dynasties 
that, much like the army, 
have never been shy about 
pillaging the country once in 
power. 

Interestingly, Pakistan Peo- 
ples' Party (PPP) leader Be- 
nazir Bhutto's calls for 
elections and a lifting of the 
state of emergency were at 
first half-hearted and parti- 
san. With her sights set on 
returning to power through 
a US-brokered power shar- 
ing deal with the Army, her 
initial reaction to the state 
of emergency was muted. 
Similarly, her total lack of 
concern at the exclusion of 
her only real rival, Pakistan 



Muslim League leader and 
exiled former Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif, from the up- 
coming election race throws 
her credentials as a democ- 
rat into doubt. Finally, the 
Islamist parties like the Ja- 
maat-e-Islamia, though 
generally respected, do not 
garner significant popular 
support across Pakistan's 
four provinces. 

Because the lawyers' move- 
ment is non-partisan, locally 
funded and not intent on 
achieving political power, it 
is consequently not seen by 
Pakistanis as self-interested. 
The movement they led to 
victory on July 20th also 
transcended certain class di- 
visions: relatively poor divi- 
sional court lawyers and Ivy 



League educated corporate 
lawyers attended weekly 
protests together. Similarly, 
with the possible exception 
to Bhutto's PPP, there is no 
other movement or organi- 
zation in the country that 
transcends Pakistan's many 
religious, ethnic and linguis- 
tic communities. No other 
organization or movement 
clearly and consistently ad- 
vocates in favour of democ- 
racy, judicial independence, 
the constitution and rule of 
law. No other group in Pak- 
istan is capable of similarly 
broad and principled mobi- 
lization. 

Our solidarity should extend 
beyond Pakistan's lawyers 
to all the people who are 
suffering under the (re)im- 



position of martial rule in 
that country. A number of 
my friends who are journal- 
ists and activists were 
among those recently ar- 
rested in Lahore. Any ex- 
pression of solidarity with 
the lawyers of Pakistan 
should not imply that they 
are the only people in Pak- 
istan we are protesting for. 
If we accept the assumption 
that ordinary Pakistanis will 
be better off under elected 
governments overseen by 
an Independent judiciary 
(and I recognize that many 
do not), we must then sup- 
port the protest movement 
being spearheaded by Pak- 
istan's lawyers. ■ 
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'loupe^ cL etude^, ^^uyu/p^ de^ 



Pis, quand est-ce 
que vous commencez a 
reviser pour les exam’? 




Jflll 



Oh moi, il ne me^ 
reste plus que mon 
\summary de contrats 
a peaufiner. 



Moi je m'at- 
I taque aux examens | 
des annees ante- 
I rieures des demain. | 
Et toi Max? 




Moi? Ah ben... 

I tooout est sous con- 
* trole, oui, oui! Ma 
revision est presque 
_ terminee, tout va 
bien, vraiment! 





Hey, 

I what’s wrong? | 
Post-memo 
I trauma makin’ | 
you cry? 



Non!!!!!.... Pire que !e 
[memo, les examens... J'ai pas| 
commence a etudier pis je 
suis en retard dans mes !ec- 
I tures pis je comprends hen. 




...pis je vais couler tous mes examens, 
pis c'est la fin de ma vie juridique... C’en 

est fait, je n'en puis 
plus; je me meurs, 
je suis mort, je suis 
enterre*!!! 



Y Whoa, whoa, buddy, take 
it easy. You’ll pass your exams 
trust me. All you have to do is 
respect the Four Fundamental 
[principles of Easy B-Getting. 



‘Moliere, L'Avare, acte IV, scene 7 (1668). 
C’est fou ce qu’il est instructif ce photoroman! 




^ First Fundamental Principle: have the ^ 
appropriate tools. For example, always bring 
4 pens: one to write your exam with, another 
in case the first gives up on you, a third in 
case the second gives up, and a fourth 
one... well just in case... 





Third Fundamental Principle: find cre- 
ative solution to unexpected problems. 



Bouchons ^ 
d’oreille en feuil 
let d’examen < 
mache... 




And... Fourth 
Fundamental Principle: 
manage your time well. 

I Best way to practice this] 
principle: try to wash 
yesterday’s dishes in 
less than 15 minutes. 
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Quatridme principe ; je 
gere bien mon temps. 
Zoup! Aliens a I’ecde 
imprimer mes notes. 






'J~'ioiAie/nie^ t'iov/v€^ doitC' u/ne^ 

Qoiution' o'leativ^ i un^ Moou&nie/ inatte/ndii’. 



" Your 
card please 



UQAM?! 



Maco 

ou/ia€aJ^ ooiu e/xc/fiie/n/^ 



Le^ ^OiiA/ <U/ i e/xa/iwe/n/, Afaco met c/ru 
L P'limci^pAC^ P<ynAam^e/ntcM^ de^ CoAt^. 



Qua/nd vie/d ^ tem^ <L i/nup/UmeA' <m>«' xiaa/md, 
McuX' aot otyn^'uyntd d li/iie' inatte/naUi^. 



Horreur! Plus 

**« ^ imprimer! 



^ Q'a pas d'allure, le 
temps qu’ils trouvent du 
papier et impriment leurs 
summaries, I'examen 
sera deja fini! 



^ Uimprimante 
secrete du 5® 'jM 

6tage de la biblio- * " ; 
th^que*. Oh 
yeah, bebe! 






* Encore une fois authentique. Vous en aurez appris 
des choses au fil de cet extraordinaire photoroman. 



SoiiAMre4i^t^ cLiP d&u/3:ie/m^ 

Ma/7> et oeo£e e^ tcyut tem/p/cJ 




Oui, epaisse, hein, 
votre liste de noms? 




L ^eu/ie^ H eet 

pAj6A<^Ue^, CQ 



You will find the 
examination 
(face down), on 
top of which is 
one blue exam 
booklet. When 
you need anoth- 
er booklet, raise 
your hand and 
the invigilator 
will bring one to 
you. Students 
are not permit- 
ted to leave the 
examination 
, room until... 



one hour after 
the examination 
has begun, and 
under no circum- 
stance before 
the attendance 
i has been... 







Et au prochain examen, je m'apporte 
une main supplementaire! i 



f J te dis pas Garth, c'e- 
tait TROP facile cet examen. 
Me I'ai tenement clanche! 



My baby’s grown 
up. I’m so proud. 
Now, let’s drink! 



Max: Olivier Cournoyer Boutin (U1), Garth: Frederic Wilson (U4), Potadie^^iSmiSf^rlte Lucas 

ron-Drolet (U2). Upper-year providentielle: Valerie Simard (U4). Conception: Laurence Bich-Carriere (U4) et 

Et NE vous INQUIETEZ pas, nous non plus N’AVONS pas commence a reviser. ALORS si vous VOULEZ PROCRASTINER VO 



Berge- 

Marguerite Tinawi (U3). 

POUVEZ TOUJOURS NOUS ECRIRE. 



T'uh.O’ Hev/ieA et ■u/ne- 'ud&- de^ op/ieA'... 
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Teleogical 

History 

by Andrew Mason (LAW IV) 



his article adds the au- 
thor's two cents to two 
on-going debates in 
the pages of the Quid: the 
teleological history debate 
between Claude Levesque, 
Alex Herman and Guy- 
Philippe Allen Bouchard, and 
the debate between Radical 
Law and the LSA. Both de- 
bates have the same root 
cause, IMO: some people 
think they know best and 
therefore seek to marginal- 
ize those opinions that don't 
suit them. 

Members of Radical Law 
proposed a series of poorly 
written and poorly organ- 
ized motions. The student 
body didn't take much no- 
tice and, even amongst 
those in attendance at the 
General Meeting, the audi- 
ence was far from uniform 
in its support for the mo- 
tion. The LSA are elected to 
govern and most students 
just want them to get on 
with organizing Faculty and 
social events. It Is wrong to 
suggest, as Radical law 
member Lissa Greenspoon 
has, that the LSA is hostile 
to student Initiatives when 
they are opposed to them. 
Speaking as someone who 
has organized and won a 
referendum that rolled back 
the LSA's anti-sponsored 
coffeehouse policy, I found 
members of the LSA gener- 
ally very pleasant and help- 
ful throughout the process. 
And as someone who at- 
tended the "General Meet- 
ing", I think Radical Law is 
just a little miffed: they 
clearly think that they know 



what is best for us all and 
they can't stand the reac- 
tionary "obstructionism" of 
other people wanting to ex- 
press contradictory opin- 
ions. 

Moving to the teleological 
issue, the general point of 
debate is the same: some 
people think they know 
what history should and 
could be, while others are 
more interested in exploring 
the facts and recounting 
what history actually was, 
however inconvenient the 
truth. 

G-P A. Bouchard is correct: 
the problem with teleologi- 
cal history is that it is inac- 
curate. It destroys nuance 
and context. It ignores and 
distorts the facts. Teleologi- 
cal history is always driven 
by an ideological agenda - 
the agenda changing to suit 
the nation and the time: 
Englishmen were once 
taught that world history 
culminated in their imperial 
destiny, Russians were 
taught that history was a 
series of stages in the evo- 
lution towards communism. 
The "rights and progress" 
narrative is every bit as ide- 
ological, although on its 
face it less troubling. In re- 
ality, it is usually empty 
rhetoric, used to stigmatize 
opponents and draw debate 
away from the reality of the 
situation and towards loftier 
but less tangible ideals. 
Levesque and Herman have 
employed a "rights and 
progress" argument to rein- 
force their teleology. I am a 



fan of rights. But "progress" 
is quagmire of a term to de- 
fine and I prefer my history 
not bent or distorted by any 
ideological master. Levesque 
and Herman mention Ameri- 
can mythmaking, around 
the likes of Washington. I 
wonder to what extent 
American society, like all so- 
cieties born of revolution, 
has been warped by perva- 
sive flag and hero worship. 
Attempting to negating his- 
tory for social or cultural 
reasons ignores the fact 
that weaving beautiful myth 
Is not the role of the histo- 
rian but of the artist. 

One can indeed question 
whether certain historical in- 
formation will only serve to 
reopen old wounds, but pa- 
pering over the historical 
fissures in a society is ulti- 
mately unhelpful. These 
cracks need to be exposed, 
debated, put to rest and not 
simply ignored. 

Let us step away from the 
local: take France. In post- 
Liberation France, after ini- 
tial purges, French society 
spent several decades 
loudly nurturing the myth of 
a vast 'French Resistance' 
and its role in the eventual 
'victory' In WW2. The 
French Government be- 
tween 1940-1944 was de- 
clared Illegal, an aberration 
in France's republican his- 
tory wholly influenced by 
the Nazi occupier. From a 
teleological standpoint this 
made sense. After 1945 the 
Republic was restored as 
was, indeed, inevitable from 
a teleological perspective. 
Liberty had triumphed after 
a foreign-induced hiccup. 

Old wounds could be healed 
by convenient lapses of 
memory. It was not until the 
1970s that historians began 
to unpack exactly how truly 
'French' the Vichy regime 
was: the massive reforms 




^^JSjOV«1BER^0^007 
Tman^epHI^Iac^os^^ 
war) and the savage crimes 
were French-inspired and 
French-directed (with one 
Minister of Jewish Affairs 
proudly pointing out at his 
trial that the anti-Semitic 
laws were based on French 
rather than German legal 
precedent). After the war 
many former Vichy officials 
quietly went back to gov- 
ernment jobs and reinte- 
grated themselves into 
society, some reaching, and 
others remaining within, the 
elite. President Mitterand 
was a decorated supporter 
of the regime who joined 
the Resistance only after 
the tide had turned. War 
criminals enjoyed post-war 
positions of power and pres- 
tige. 

France had to face her 
demons before she could 
make peace with them, al- 
though one can question 
whether she truly has. At 
least, in the late 70s and 
80s there was renewed his- 
torical and social interest in 
the troubled period, an in- 
terest which even spilled 
over into cinema (Malle 
made several excellent 
movies about the occupa- 
tion). By the 1990s several 
of the worst surviving Vichy 
offenders were on trial. One 
cannot help but wonder 
whether. If the French peo- 
ple had been forced to con- 
front their wartime past 
sooner, contemporary 
French society would be 
healthier? 

A healthy society needs its 
history, warts and all. Not 
what somebody thinks Is 
best for us. 




November 22: ELM / SALDF Coffee 

house! 



Ce jeudi, venez celebrer la fin de session avec Environmental Law McGill et 
The Student Animal Legal Defense Fund! II y aura de la biere, des samosas et 

des gateries vegetaliennes. Qa va etre le fun. 

Founded in 1989, Environmental Law McGill (ELM) Is made up of students with an inter- 
est in all aspects of environmental law and environmental awareness. ELM is a gather- 
ing point for big and little projects that impact the Faculty and often the wider community. 



The Student Animal Legal Defense Fund (SALDF) is devoted to providing a forum 
for education, advocacy, and scholarship aimed at enhancing the welfare and 
legal status of nonhuman animals. Our projects for the year Include hosting speakers 
and debates on current issues affecting animals, conducting educational events, 
and assisting lawyers and organizations in promoting positive change through litigation 



En esperant de vous voir jeudi 



Katherine Lofts 
General Coordinator, SALDF 






